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THIS WEEK 


ij 'S FIivUme 


TTSHE ANNOUNCEMENT that Italian 

troops will evacuate Corfu some date 
before October 1—September 27 is men- 
tioned—signalizes a definite retreat from 
Mussolini’s former position and lessens the 
tension in that particular storm center of 


they are being asked to hand over their 
best maritime port to a commission in 
which they will be out-voted by a two- 
thirds: majority, with the alternative of 
seeing Fiume annexed to Italy. sso- 
lini after notifying Jugo-Slavia that Fiame 


Europe. Second thoughts have prevailed., @would be annexed at once unless the Ital- 


The unanimous condemnation by public 
opinion throughout the world has appar- 
ently forced the Italian Premier to the 
conclusion that he may have been hasty 
in dealing out ultimatums, and the sword- 
rattling policy has been further discredit- 
ed. The rumored threat of England to 
share the occupation of Corfu unless the 
date of evacuation was promptly fixed 
may have helped Mussolini to his decision 
to bow to the inevitable. 


Always a Vexed Question 

The spotlight now shifts to Fiume, 
where the situation is little less acute. 
The history of that troubled port since the 
Peace Conference has been a history of 
Italian diplomatic victories and Jugo-Slav 
compromises, crisis after crisis in which 
a compromise on the part of Jugo-Slavia 
was treated by the Italians as though it 
represented the extreme demands of her 
opponent, which in turn led to a new 
compromise more favorable to Italy.. 


President Wilson said that Fiume be- 
longed to the Jugo-Slavs. After the occu- 
pation by D’Annunzio it was made a free 
state and Sussak, the maritime port, with 
the Daros Basin, with its immediate ac- 
cess to shipping, was to go to Jugo-Slavia. 
The Italians now propose to form a consor- 
tium in which Fiume, Sussak and Daros 
shall be included, which will be governed 
by a commission of experts, consisting of 
two Italians, two Fiumans, and two Jugo- 
Slavs. As the Jugo-Slavs interpret it, 


ian settlement Was accepted by September 
15 has abandoned his intransigent atti- 
tude and extended the time limit. 

Both Jugo-Slavia and Italy have filed 
with the League of Nations the Treaty of 
Rapallo, which is looked upon as a further 
concession on the part of Italy, inasmuch 
as the Treaty can now be invoked as a 
valid document before the International 
Court of Permanent Justice in case of dis- 
pute over its provisions. 

This treaty provides that the President 
of Switzerland should act as arbitrator in 
case of dispute. Mussolini has refused his 
assent to this proviso in the present in- 
stance, on the ground that it might en- 
danger the good relations between Italy 
and Switzerland. 

The Present Situation 

In the meantime, the military govern- 
ment of Fiume has resigned in despair, 
the head of the Assembly has declared 
that the city faces starvation and the Ital- 
ian General Giardino has been appointed 
Military Governor. 

Indications are that Jugo-Slavia, while 
never formally assenting to the annexa- 
tion of Fiume, will tolerate it for the pres- 
ent and meanwhile devote her attention 
to building up a better understanding 
with Bulgaria and her other neighbors, 
awaiting “the Day.” By that time dif- 
ferent councils may prevail in Italy. If 
not, those who know the situation predict 
bitter warfare. 

CHRISTINA MERRIMAN, 


‘ PERMANENT COURT of Inter- 
national Justice on September 10, 
ruling on the dispute submitted to it con- 
cerning German settlers in Poland, has 
decided the point in favor of Germany. 

The dispute has proved an exceptionally 
difficult and intricate one to handle, es- 
pecially in regard to the minority treaties 
and the question whether a change of sov- 
ereignty affects contracts and ownership 
of state property in ceded territory. 
The League Council had asked the Court, 
first, whether the rights of certain set- 
tlers fell within the competency of the 
League under the Polish minority treaty 
and if so, whether Poland had acted in 
conformity with its international obliga- 
tions in dealing with the question. 

The Court has ruled that the League 
has competency in the matter and that the 
Polish attitude was not in accordance with 
the international obligations which she 
had assumed in regard to minorities. 

This is the first case which the World 
Court has decided in favor of Germany, 
and is considered important as forming a 


precedent affecting the rights of minori- 
ties, 


Ireland; Disarmament; Art. X. 

| pcaeeeentter was unanimously elected to 

membership in the League of Nations 
on September 10. Interest in Geneva, 
when it can be distracted from the over- 
shadowing question of what Italy will do 
next, is centering about the question of 
the revision of Article X,' and the accept- 
ance by the Assembly of the regional 
agreements proposed by the Commission 
on Disarmament—a compromise between 
Lord Robert Cecil’s plan and that of 
Colonel Requin.’ 


An Inquir 
To the Editor: J 


Senator Spencer of Missouri has returned 

from “Geneva, Switzerland,” with the opinion 
that “the League of Nations is un-American,” 
and we must therefore have no traffic with it. 
As it follows logically that we must not traffic 
with anything which is un-American, the stan- 
dards of Kemal and Ismet Pasha with whom 
we recently signed a “most favored nation” 
treaty must be “American” in their nature. 
_ Just what does “un-American” signify? If 
it is only a meaningless term of reproach, like 
the depreciated “Bolshevik,” the distinguished 
Senator’s remark has no importance. But if 
the phrase means that international relations 
of amity and cooperation are vicious and that 
only a competitive and aggressive nationalism 
is sound and sane, then there is much more to 
be said, and it is high time the leaders of 
American public opinion, not excluding Secre- 
tary Hughes, were saying it. 

We must not allow “the American idea” to 
have a geographical limitation or the most sel- 
fish and imperialistic characteristics. We must 
avoid even the appearance of these, for: 

“The deficiencies of Nationalism narrow 
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tends to become village-politics, and the 
effort to maintain the soul of a nation of- 
ten results in promoting a segregate bar- 
barism. A self-respecting community can 
hardly conceive that it exists for its own in- 
terests only. For the greatness of a nation 
is not measured by wealth or power, but by 
the kind of life it maintains; and the na- 
tion which stands for liberty or order or any 
element of civilization cannot be satisfied 
unless other nations too may share what is 
believed to be of value.” 

That which expresses itself in the abstract 
finds illustration in the concrete. We should 
like to know from Senator Spencer whether, 
disagreeing with the foregoing, he also con- 
ceives that the efforts of Jesus Christ, Saint 
Francis, Leo Tolstoy, Auguste Comte, Richard 
Cobden and Emmanuel Kant to make this world 
a better place to live in, were wasted because 
they were not based upon a nationalistic atti- 
tude towards other peoples. C. P. H. 


The F. P. A. acknowledges gratefully 
the response to its appeal to members for 
$1,500 to cover the extra expense of mov- 
ing into the new quarters on the seventh 
floor of 9 East 45th Street. So far contri- 
butions amounting to $262 have been re- 
ceived from 138 members. We are mak- 
ing this further appeal to the generosity 
of those who have not yet contributed, as 
we feel sure that there are many others 
who would gladly give if the need were 
known. We cannot afford té draw on our 
slender working funds for this extra ex- 
pense, and checks for any amount how- 
ever small or large will be most welcome. 


The New School for Social Research, at 
465 West 23rd Street, New York, an- 
nounces a course in Internationa] Relations 
on Friday evenings, 8:20 to 9:30 P. M., 
from October 5 to December 21. The 
course, which is under Dr. Stephen P. 
Duggan and visiting lecturers, includes 
the following: 

Nationalism; imperialism; militarism and arma- 
ment; internal politics and international rela- 
tions; diplomatic causes of the Great War; 
diplomacy of the Great War and Peace; review 
and analysis of the present policies of the Great 
Powers; self-determination and boundary prob- 
lems; economie interdependence and economic 
conflict; methods and control of diplomacy; prob- 
lems of international organization. 

. 4 


Commenting on the Treaty of Lausanne, 
the News Bulletin of August 3 stated that 
there was no provision that Turkey should 
adhere to the Opium Convention of 1912. 
It appears now that Turkey did ratify the 
Opium Convention under Part 3, Section 6, 
Article 100 of the Treaty. The newspaper 
error in reporting arose from the fact that 
the ratification of the Convention was not 
included in the index to the Treaty. The 
ratification should be noted as an impor- 
tant step forward in the fight against the 
international opium traffic. 


Please note that our new telephone 
number is Vanderbilt 5740. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 


Sis: 


